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numbers of dead animals reported to govern-
ment,” he wrote, ‘‘underestimated true mor-
tality because they were derived from ad hoc
reporting by companies rather than from a
scientifically valid and statistically robust
sampling design.”’

In another study, Timoney analyzed data
from government and industry sources that
revealed strong evidence of chemical con-
tamination in the Athabasca River. Specifi-
cally, the levels of known cancer-causing
chemicals were as high as in industrial zones
in the United States. Elevated levels of mer-
cury and other heavy metals were also
present. A government report from the Re-
gional Aquatics Monitoring Program deter-
mined that more than seven percent of river
fish showed growth abnormalities, which
Timoney says is ‘‘high.”

AN EXPANDING THREAT

There is every reason to believe this prob-
lem will only worsen. According to Environ-
mental Defense Canada, tar sands tailings
ponds already have a surface area of 50
square miles, twice the size of Manhattan.
These contaminated tailings ponds have al-
ready leaked into the nearby waterways, and
projections are they will triple in size.

This spells more trouble for wildlife, espe-
cially migrating birds. According to Colleen
Cassady St. Clair and Robert Ronconi from
the University of Alberta’s Faculty of
Science, ‘‘spring migration is a particular
problem in northeastern Alberta, when the
warm-water waste from oil sands mines are
the only open water—the natural bodies are
still frozen. When waterfowl land in these
ponds, they may ingest oil and their plumage
may become oiled with waste bitumen, po-
tentially preventing birds from flying or
leading to lost insulation and death from
hypothermia.”

Even though there has been very little
study of the effects of tar sands development
on wildlife, the indications are that this de-
velopment is releasing a potentially dev-
astating onslaught on Canadian and inter-
nationally-migrating animals. As ecologist
Timoney put it: ‘““The effects of these pollut-
ants on ecosystem and public health deserve
immediate and systematic study. Projected
tripling of tar sands activities over the next
decade may result in unacceptably large and
unforeseen impacts on biodiversity, eco-
system function, and public health. The at-
tention of the world’s scientific community
is urgently needed.”’

———

ADMINISTRATION MISSING IN
ACTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Federal Government is missing in ac-
tion on American border security. Our
ineffective border security plan seems
to be one of compassionate disinterest
or catch them if you can.

Last week there was not another vio-
lent incident at the border near El
Paso, Texas. This time a lone Border
Patrol agent spotted a group of Mexi-
can nationals crossing the border ille-
gally. The agent was able to apprehend
one of the illegals, but four illegals
began assaulting the sole law enforce-
ment officer with rocks. His life was in
danger, and he defended himself. One of
the assailants was killed, however; an
assailant with a long criminal history
of smuggling.
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Our law enforcement agents have the
moral and legal right to defend them-
selves, and they have the right to de-
fend the American border.
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The Mexican military showed up at
the scene, however. They pointed their
rifles at the American law enforcement
agents. So what did they do? Did they
stand their ground? Did they protect
the sovereignty of the United States of
America? No. Our Border Patrol agents
retreated. They fled. And why? Because
the Federal Government doesn’t back
up the Border Patrol.

The government hangs them out to
dry. Just ask Border Patrol agents
Ramos and Compean. Washington only
gives lip service to securing the border.
The government tells our Border Pa-
trol to go down there on the border and
kind of pretend to enforce the law.
They don’t receive the support they
need to secure the border. They don’t
get the necessary manpower or the nec-
essary equipment. They don’t receive
the necessary moral support from the
government. The government doesn’t
back up their right to protect them-
selves when their lives are in danger.
The Federal Government, Mr. Speaker,
is missing in action.

But right on cue, Mexican President
Calderon arrogantly demanded an apol-
ogy for the shooting. But Calderon
didn’t apologize for the shooting of
Robert Krentz, the Arizona rancher
who was murdered in America on his
own property by a Mexican criminal
alien.

Calderon didn’t apologize for the exe-
cution-style murder of Border Patrol
agent Robert Rosas in Campo, Cali-
fornia. Calderon didn’t apologize when
Senior Patrol Agent Luis Aguilar was
murdered in America, run down and
run over by a Mexican narcoterrorist
drug smuggler in a Humvee.

Where’s Calderon’s outrage over the
Americans being killed all the time in
America by illegals from Mexico?
Where’s Calderon’s apology for the
criminal alien murderer of Houston Po-
lice Officer Rodney Johnson? Officer
Johnson was a 12-year veteran of the
Houston police force. He was married,
had five kids, and Officer Johnson was
shot four times execution-style by a
Mexican illegal with a criminal record
when he was stopped for speeding.

Where was Calderon when Houston
Police Officer Gary Gryder was killed
by an illegal in 2008? Or when Houston
Police Officer Henry Canales was mur-
dered by an illegal just last year?
Americans are frequently Kkilled in
America by Mexican illegals. And why
doesn’t our government demand an
apology about these homicides? Why
doesn’t our government demand com-
pensation from Mexico for the homi-
cides their illegals commit in the
United States?

And where’s the State Department?
Where’s the outrage, the concern when
it’s an American that loses their life,
cost their lives by the actions of
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illegals from Mexico? Where’s that de-
mand for an apology? And where’s the
administration? Missing in action,
that’s where.

Where’s your outrage, Mr. President?
The President should be on the Amer-
ican side of the border, doing what’s
best for America. And why don’t we
protect our own? How hard would it be
for the President of the United States
just to say, Don’t cross the American
border without permission? Why
doesn’t he say that? Doesn’t he believe
those words?

Mexican criminals think they can
come over here and do as they please
and nobody’s going to really do any-
thing about it. And they’re right. Did
we send our Attorney General out to
demand answers when Border Patrol
agent Rosas was shot execution-style
last year? Where was the Attorney
General? Missing in action.

And American citizens and peace of-
ficers are losing their lives because the
government is missing in action.
Seems like our government is more in-
terested in what Mr. Calderon thinks
than the American people. Mr.
Calderon should take care of his own
lawless country and Mr. Obama should
take care of our borders. The adminis-
tration, this administration, is not the
first to be ineffective in border secu-
rity, but it certainly should be the last.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

THE LONGEST WAR IN AMERICAN
HISTORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the war
in Afghanistan is now 104 months old,
passing Vietnam, to make it the long-
est war in United States history. And
as it reaches this dubious milestone,
it’s hard to imagine things going much
worse. The much-hyped military cam-
paign in Kandahar is now way behind
schedule, with the Secretary of Defense
saying it’s more important to get it
done right than to get it done quickly.

That kind of plea might have worked
80 months ago, Mr. Speaker, but do
they not see the irony or the dis-
connect in preaching patience about a
war that is now the longest the Nation
has ever fought? Do they not see that
the American people, who have given a
thousand or more of their best young
people and a quarter of a trillion dol-
lars to this war, are long past the point
where they are willing to cut some
slack and take a wait-and-see ap-
proach?

And if that’s not bad enough, it turns
out the campaign we thought we had
just finished in Marja never really took
in the first place. What seemed to be a
quick and decisive military triumph
turned out to be an illusion. The
Taliban hadn’t been crushed; they had
gone into hiding, laying low for a
while, taking part in the opium har-
vest, and regaining their bearings, so
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